Academic Literacy

“academic literacy is a well—researched and recognized
critical component of student achievement”

Image to Word - Word to Image
The Image to Word - Word to Image program is an
instructional approach that supports teachers in pro-
viding all students the opportunity to acquire essen-
tial reading, writing, and art skills and helps students
improve literacy in reading, science, social studies,
and other core subjects. It uses both visual and verbal
modalities to build vocabulary and enhance compre- _ -
hension. Using multiple modes of thinking is particu- Scanning tentatively, the vacant black pupil
larly helpful for second language learners who are of the Awa searches the surface of the water
: i for algae to eat. The Awa’s scales glimmer
able to use the universal language of pictures to an- ] and reflect the colors of the surrounding
chor thoughts as they move back and forth between

water while protecting its body from the

dangers of the sharp coral growing nearby.

their first and second languages. In the past year, 175 | The fish’s delicate fins guide him through the

teachers in Hawai’i were trained in various schools to 000:1 Waterind Stﬁerbhim awahy fAr\om fha;mful

. . . s Predators. As an herbivore, the Awa finds ——
incorporate Image to Word — Word to Image into their himself a frequent target of the carnivores in T-

classroom instruction. the Waihe'e fishpond. So how does the Awa

play into the larger picture of biodiversity of
the pond? By taking advantage of its physi-
cal adaptations, the Awa is able to survive
another day and continue to play an active
role in the food web of this local ecosystem.

-Diana Kenney
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The T&FASEGP allows PREL staff to offer technical
assistance (TA) to state and local agency grantees in
the three U.S. territories and the Republic of Palau to
ensure effective implementation of grantees’ projects.
The focus of much of this work has been academic
literacy, using models such as Response to Interven-
tion (Rtl) and Sheltered Instruction Observation Pro-
tocol (SIOP). Mathematics is now also a priority under
the grant. PREL continues to provide TA in literacy,
numeracy, and the use of database management

for decision making. The latest achievement of this
program is in support of the development of univer-
sal screeners in grantees’ vernacular and English for
early literacy, which is part of the work surrounding
Integrated Service Delivery. The T&FASEGP also estab-
lished networking relationships between the grantees
and the University of Hawai'i College of Education’s
Curriculum Research and Development Group (CRDG)
Measure Up project and the math department’s Super
M project model, both of which offer alternatives

to professional development in math for educators

in the Pacific region. Plans are underway to support
summer math camp projects for each of the grantees
in 2010.

Through various programs, PREL offers services that
address reading comprehension of expository text
in core subject areas across the grades. While mostly
focusing on English, comparative work (between
English and the vernacular) is an important aspect of
these services in bilingual contexts. Research-based
reading strategies, such as locating the main idea,
text structure, vocabulary, and summarizing, are
highlighted. In 2009, professional development on
reading comprehension was provided to more than
430 teachers from Kosrae, Pohnpei, the RMI, and the
Republic of Palau.

2009 ANNUAL REPORT B Page Thirteen


http://www.prel.org/programs/clt/tfasegp.aspx
http://www.prel.org/programs/clt/tfasegp.aspx
http://www.prel.org/programs/clt/tfasegp.aspx
http://www.prel.org/
http://www.prel.org/
http://www.prel.org/services/curriculum-and-instructional-design/workshops.aspx
http://www.prel.org/services/curriculum-and-instructional-design/workshops.aspx
http://www.hawaii.edu/crdg/
http://www.hawaii.edu/crdg/
http://www.prel.org/
http://www.prel.org/services/reading--literacy/workshops.aspx

