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While the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) is prima-
rily considered a K–12 law, the Pathways to College Network
(PCN) believes that it is important and worthwhile to consider
NCLB in the context of P–16 education and, more specifical-
ly, in relation to the PCN College Readiness for All
Framework for Action (the Pathways Framework).

The core of the Pathways Framework is high expectations for
all students. In this context, high expectations mean that school
staff and parents must believe all students can be prepared for the
postsecondary education of their choice. Surrounding high
expectations are four sets of interactive strategies: data usage, aca-
demic support and rigor, social support, and P–16 alignment.
High expectations and strategies must exist within a context of
inclusive leadership, collaborative partnerships, flexible resources,
and professional development. This context is fundamental to
the success of the Pathways Framework in promoting and achiev-
ing change in a school or district.

For the PCN to meet its goal of college readiness for all, we
must live in an environment in which we are committed to
leaving no child behind. NCLB seeks to hold states, districts,
and schools to high standards for all children. It is only when
this goal is met that we may say each child is prepared to

embark upon his or her desired academic and professional path.
Available on the Pacific Resources for Education and

Learning (PREL) website is a research brief, The No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001 and the Pathways to College Network
Framework: Mutually Supportive Visions and Complementary
Goals, designed to help practitioners and policymakers under-
stand the connections between NCLB and the Pathways
Framework. We invite you to go to http://ppo.prel.org to read the
complete paper. For more information about the Pathways to
College Network, please contact Jackie Burniske.

Jackie Burniske can be contacted at burniskj@prel.org. ★

In June 2005, over 5 years of research, development, and eval-
uation came to a conclusion for the Network for English
Acquisition and Reading Star Schools Program (NEARStar).
During that time, Pacific Resources for Education and
Learning’s (PREL’s) NEARStar team—now PREL Creative
Services—accomplished the development and implementation
of 30 modules of instruction containing hours
of explicit instruction, differentiated practices,
and an extraordinary library of resources to
ensure successful development of critical lan-
guage and reading skills for young English lan-
guage learners.

The NEARStar body of work was recognized
with several awards over the past 3 years of development, such as
the EDDIE and BESSIE awards 2 years in a row and the AEP’s
Advanced Achievement Award for Best Educational Website:
Language Instruction/Children. It is no surprise that such an
innovative and efficient tool would pique the curiosity of several
publishing houses interested in its commercial potential.

After several meetings and meticulous negotiations, PREL’s
Board of Directors agreed upon a licensing arrangement for
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NEARStar with Scholastic, Inc., a leading publisher of chil-
dren’s books and educational programs and materials. 

We are proud to announce the arrival of Scholastic Zip
Zoom™ English, the newly evolved reading technology solu-
tion for English language learners. Since winter 2004, partners
Scholastic, Inc. and PREL have assembled a joint development
and marketing team to take the program to the next level,
working to bring Scholastic Zip Zoom English to market by
December 2005, and with the vision to take the program to
our children in the United States, the Pacific region, and
around the world.

Previews of Scholastic Zip Zoom English have already been
presented at several professional forums, such as the International

Reading Association (IRA) Annual Convention
and the National Educational Computing
Conference (NECC), the world’s largest educa-
tional technology conference for teachers and
technology coordinators. To date, the program
has received great reviews and much anticipation
for its imminent release. In addition, Scholastic is

conducting tests in Asia, and talk of development of Scholastic
Zip Zoom in Central and South America has commenced.

We are excited about our partnership with Scholastic, Inc.,
and foresee Scholastic Zip Zoom English as a commercial suc-
cess, allowing PREL to continue its mission of Building
Capacity Through Education.

Kaira Resch can be contacted at reschk@prel.org. ★

The Pathways to College Network (PCN) is a national
alliance of organizations, including Pacific Resources for
Education and Learning (PREL), committed to using
research-based knowledge to improve postsecondary educa-
tion access and success for the nation’s many underserved
students, including underrepresented minorities, low-
income students, those who are the first in their families
to go to college, and students with disabilities.
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